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Booker T. 
Washington

An educator, author, and advisor to several 
presidents. He was one of the most influential 

African American leaders of his time.
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Lewis Latimer

An inventor who made the light bulb 
more practical and contributed to the 

invention of the first telephone.
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Frederick 
Douglass

An escaped enslaved man who became an 
activist, author, and public speaker. He was 

also an advisor to President Abraham Lincoln.
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Dorothy Height

A civil rights and women’s rights activist. She 
was one of the few women who was present 
at the march where Dr. King delivered his “I 

Have a Dream” speech.
teachingmama.org



Sarah E. Goode

The inventor of a folding cabinet bed to 
fit inside of small homes.
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William H. Hastie

The first African American Governor of the U.S. 
Virgin Islands who was also a federal district 

court judge, and federal appellate judge.
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George 
Washington Carver

An agricultural scientist and inventor who 
developed hundreds of different ways to 

use peanuts.
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Coretta Scott 
King

A civil rights activist, author, and the wife 
of Martin Luther King Jr.
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Harriet Tubman

An escaped enslaved woman who 
helped many others escape to the 

North through the Underground Railroad. 
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James Meredith

A civil rights activist who was also the 
first African American student at the 

University of Mississippi.
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Madam C.J. 
Walker

An entrepreneur who invented a line of 
African American hair products. She was also 

the first female self-made millionaire in 
America.
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Bessie Coleman

The first African American woman to 
hold a pilot’s license.
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Elijah McCoy 

An inventor best known for inventing 
lubrication devices to make trains travel 

more efficiently.
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Nelson Mandela

An influential political leader who served as 
the first president of South Africa. He was also 

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993.
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Malcom X

A human rights activist who was a 
prominent figure during the civil rights 

movement.
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Martin Luther 
King Jr.

A minister and leader in the American 
Civil Rights Movement.
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Hattie McDaniel

A famous actress and singer, best 
known for her role as “Mammy” in Gone 

with the Wind.
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Sojourner Truth

An escaped enslaved woman who was 
also an influential speaker, abolitionist 

and women’s rights activist.
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Thurgood 
Marshall

The first African American to be 
appointed to the Supreme Court.
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Maya Angelou

A poet, author, actress, and civil rights activist.  
She became the first African American to 

have a nonfiction bestseller for her memoir, 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.
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Muhammad Ali

A civil rights activist and heavyweight 
champion boxer; one of the greatest 
sporting figures of the 20th century.
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Rosa Parks

An activist in the civil rights movement 
who was best known for her bus boycott 

in Montgomery, Alabama.
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Ruby Bridges

A civil rights activist and the first African 
American child to integrate an all-white 

school in Louisiana.
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Mary Seacole

A Jamaican nurse who provided care for 
British soldiers during the Crimean War.
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